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2017 Village of Cottage Grove Police Department Annual Report on Use of Force 

As required by the Village of Cottage Grove Police Department’s “Use of Force” policy, Chief Layber is required to prepare an annual report and analysis of the department’s use of force incidents. The report will note any areas needing improvement, and any patterns or trends that could indicate training needs and/or policy modifications. 
In 2017 the Cottage Grove Police Department had 6 documented use of force incidents.  (3 in 2016) (5 in 2015)

The first incident involved a 53 year old male subject who claimed to have ingested 60 pills and appeared to have been drinking alcohol in abundance and was suicidal. Officers arrived at his house and tried to verbally control him so that he could be taken to the hospital for treatment. He resisted all attempts at which time he forcefully resisted officers as they tried to physically restrain him. He was forced to a bed and his arms were forcefully restrained by officers behind his back. He was handcuffed and taken to the hospital for treatment. He was not physically injured during the detention.
The second incident involved a 28 year old male who was located by police in a stolen vehicle in the village of Cottage Grove. The subject attempted to exit the vehicle without being directed by the officer to do so. The officer pulled out his gun during the encounter due to the subject exiting the vehicle without permission. He then started to move away from the vehicle and was ordered to stop. He subsequently complied with the officer’s commands and laid down on the ground. While being handcuffed he resisted causing the officer to pin one of the subject’s arms behind his back while being handcuffed. The subject was taken into custody, was not injured and was not taken to the hospital.

The third incident involved a 50 year old female subject that was operating a motor vehicle shortly after a burglary was reported in the county. The officer found the vehicle to be suspicious and he followed it into Madison where a felony traffic stop was initiated. This involves the vehicle operator being removed from their vehicle at gun point, walked back to the squad cars and handcuffed. It was subsequently determined that the female was not involved in the burglary and she was released from the scene. The officer in this use of force situation was found to have violated Cottage Grove Police Department policies concerning use of force and was disciplined as a result. The officer was also re-trained in basic use of force scenarios by an outside law enforcement entity.
In the fourth incident an 18 year old male was being arrested for strangulation and suffocation in the Village of Cottage Grove. Officers located him at a house and were allowed into the house to speak with the subject. He was located and advised that he was being taken into custody. He attempted to flee from officers and did not comply with commands. Officers subsequently physically restrained the subject by grabbing his arms and he pulled away from the officers. He eventually stopped resisting and he was handcuffed. He was taken into custody without injuries and no medical attention was needed.
In the fifth incident a 24 year old female was being arrested for disorderly conduct and domestic violence. She resisted officer’s verbal commands after being told she was under arrest. Officers forcefully attempted to take her into custody which was complicated by the fact that she was holding a dog and screaming and physically resisting. Officers attempted to get her arms behind her back after the dog was taken from her and due to resistance her legs were swept out from under her and she went to the ground where she continued to resist and was eventually handcuffed. The officer involved injured his knee during the incident, however, the female subject was not injured and medical attention was not necessary.

In the sixth incident an 18 year old female who was extremely intoxicated and had physically assaulted a homeowner who had let her in their residence thinking she was the victim of an assault. She then fled that residence and was located by a Cottage Grove officer on a nearby street. She was screaming and attempted to enter a squad car where a K9 was present. She was flailing her arms and legs, screaming and not making no sense. She was ordered to stop and did not comply. She was then grabbed by the officer in the arm area and he physically moved her arms behind her back and she was handcuffed. An ambulance was used to transport her to a hospital and along the way she had to be restrained by the crew due to her erratic behavior. She was not injured due to the officer’s use of force and her mother believes that her other injuries were a result of self-injury and not an assault by others.
In Chief Layber’s review of the incidents, the officer’s actions were deemed appropriate in all situations, except one, for the situations they were faced with. They used the minimum amount of force necessary to control the subjects and no subjects were injured as a result of the use of force. 

Due to the minimal number of police use of force incidents, it is difficult to note any patterns or trends that could indicate training needs and/or policy modifications. Except for the one incident previously described, it appears that the police officers involved were well trained and applied their training and experience appropriately during these encounters. No follow-up complaints were made to the police department by the subjects or their representatives alleging excessive force was used.

Sincerely,

Daniel Layber
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Dedicated to Keeping Our Community Safe Through Partnership and Professional Service

